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   The Highland County Arts Council is pleased to welcome John Bullard back to
Highland for a return engagement at the Highland Center on March 11 at 5 pm. 
 Two years ago, the audience at the Church at the Old Oak was introduced to his
classical banjo repertory. They were amazed that the lowly banjo, which normally
graces the stage of bluegrass performances, could be a solo instrument in
compositions by the classical greats.  
   Instead of this solo performance, he will return as the John Bullard and Friends
Quartet and joined by Markus Compton on keyboard, Violaine Michel on violin,
and Jackie Spears on cello. They will be performing much of the material from
Bullard’s recent CD recording: Classical Banjo: The Perfect Southern Arts.
Selections will include Trio Sonata No. 8 in G minor by G.F. Handel, Concerto in D
minor by Alessandro Marcello and a set of Bullard’s captivating solo classical
banjo compositions. 
   While the Arts Council typically holds the 2nd Saturday performances at 7 pm, a
change in time this month was made due to the Maple Festival.  It was decided by
both the Arts Council and the Highland County Chamber of Commerce that a 5 pm
performance would be better suited during the festival for visitors and busy local
residents alike.  Hopefully, this will allow more people the pleasure of
participating in this very special music event.
   The John Bullard and Friends concert is partially supported by a grant from The
Virginia Commission for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts. For
more information about the Arts Council’s sponsors, monthly performances and
programs, visit www.highlandcountyartscouncil.org.
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     Kylie Mohler joins the Highland County Arts Council with a wealth of
experience in both the non-profit and art worlds. She is excited to be in
Highland and a part of the arts community here. In her position, she will help
with social media and other marketing opportunities, while assisting with grant
applications and sponsorships and memberships. 

     Kylie settled in Highland just last year and homeschools her two boys. She
grew up playing the string bass and dabbles in the fiber arts. She looks forward
to supporting the arts in our community and we are excited to welcome her. 

     In Highland County, this means one thing – the Maple Festival! This month is the culmination of a year of planning by
the Highland County Chamber of Commerce, multiple volunteer hours scheduled, civic clubs, schools, and sugar camps
gearing up for thousands of visitors. 
     The arts are also a strong aspect of the Festival. Local and visiting artists showcase their products and sell their
wares on the Courthouse lawn, High School and Elementary School gymnasiums, the Highland Center, McDowell Ruritan
building and other venues around the county. The Arts Council partnered with the Chamber of Commerce to provide
musical entertainment featuring bands, square dancing and clogging at the Highland Center. 
     This is a busy month but one to be appreciated. Highland County is an amazing community that continues to provide
an award winning festival each year. During the busy schedules, entertaining of friends and visitors, take advantage of
this opportunity to celebrate art as well. Buy something directly from the artist, listen to some music, or join in a square
dance. Above all, enjoy the 63rd Highland County Maple Festival!
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    Each Tuesday from 4-6pm, a group of fiber artists meets in Susanna’s Café at
The Highland Center. We each bring a project or two to work on as we enjoy a
drink or treat and the friendship, encouragement, and advice of other fiber
artists.
     Many of us learned traditional needle arts at the side of our mother or
grandmother but the fiber arts and our experience go far beyond the traditional.
The fiber arts include spinning, weaving, dyeing, felting, knitting, crochet,
macramé, lace making, sewing, quilting, and much more.

     Fiber art can be created with animal fiber (wool, silk, cashmere, etc.), plant
fiber (cotton, linen, etc.), or manmade fiber (nylon, acrylic, etc.). It can be two-
dimensional or three-dimensional. It can be a straightforward re-creation of a
pattern or can be completely unique. The fiber arts can be a practical pair of
socks, a stunning lace wedding dress, a whimsical wall clock, or an artistic wall
hanging.
     The pieces on display at The Highland Center this month were created and
chosen by participants in our group and are as diverse and unique as the fiber
arts and the artists that made them. 

The Highland Center Gallery Wall
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     We had sixteen children and teens join us for our recent Fantasy Makeup workshop where students
learned tricks for the stage including aging, wounds, and otherworldly creatures. These skills will
translate well into other areas of the stage and help provide a well-rounded theater education for
participants. 

Future youth classes include:

Theater Movement and Stage Presence, April 22
Stage Combat Choreography, May 20

This Month in the Mountain View Room

Fantasy Workshop
 

works by Duane Hylton

For more information, or to register for these classes,
please email britchambers@gmail.com 

at the Highland County Public Library
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   I have a feeling I would get laughed at if I publicly called myself an artist, but bear
with me; I don’t think I’m that far off from claiming that title. 

   Food and art have been intricately linked from the very beginning of creativity. I
mean, even the first known cave paint used vegetable juice and animal fats as binding
ingredients! To me, making a meal, a menu, an event, a cake is a deeply creative
process. 

   Much like a painter, I think through the steps and tools I’ll need to create the dish or
pastry desired. As I craft my menus it echos art. Much like a work of art, a perfect meal
includes originality, harmony, texture, and a pleasing aesthetic. 

   Over the years I have filled my need to create through music-piano, cello, voice,
sewing, quilting, paper crafts, knitting (THAT was short lived!) handicrafts, basket
weaving, pottery, stained glass and most recently baking/cooking. 

   I started making cakes & cookies 5 years ago and then expanded into catering 3
years ago. Just this past July I purchased a building on Main Street and opened
Claire’s Cakes and Cafe. While most of my time is spent making the rote bakery items,
I make sure to scratch that creativity bite every week with custom cakes, cookies and
culinary events like the Cider Pairing dinner offered before the last arts council event. 

If you’d like to see more bursts of my creativity (mostly in icing), you can find me on
Facebook or Instagram as clairescakeco
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Without the support of the following organizations, the Highland County Arts Council 

would not be able to provide the programming that is its hallmark.
 

The Virginia Commission for the Arts    The National Endowment for the Arts     
The Community Foundation of the Central Blue Ridge

The Little Swiss Fund      The Charles Pinckney Jones Foundation
 


