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A Christmas

Carol

Featuring

John Hardy

     The Highland County Arts Council is happy to

welcome back for their second appearance on

The Second Saturday at Seven roster, the

Original Rhondels. Their first appearance is

remembered by Bonnie Baxley who said, “When

The Rhondels came to Highland their show

brought our community together in pure joy.

They had us all rocking in our seats, dancing on

the floor and belting out the lyrics. Such fun!!”

     The October 8th concert at the Highland

Center will feature what Skip Jones, who

brought the group to the Arts Council’s

attention, calls “beach music sound with brass

and other instruments.” He further describes the

group as “very high energy and fantastic

entertainers.” And concluded by stressing that

“they put on a great show for listening or

dancing, which appeals to all ages!”

     From Virginia Beach, the Original Rhondels

are a music tradition who have performed their

hit recordings in almost every major city in the

United States. In 1969, Bill Deal and the

Rhondels began a recording career that would

take them to Madison Square Garden and across

the country. With 3 top 10 hits, “May I”, “I’ve

Been Hurt”, and “What Kind of Fool Do You Think

I Am”, the band hit the road, delighting their

audiences with outstanding vocals, powerful 
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brass, and exciting showmanship. These hits

also topped the charts in Argentina, Spain,

Brazil, Germany and Mexico.

     The unexpected passing of Bill Deal in

December of 2003 was a great loss to the music

industry. However, the Original Rhondels

continue to perform the great music that earned

them a star on the Legends Walk of Fame.

Performing from Orlando to Washington D.C.,

the Original Rhondels continue to delight their

audiences at corporate and family events, as

well as festivals and concerts.

     With Brian Bleakley on vocals, Steve Ambrose

on sax and vocals, Gary Hardy and Rollie Ligart

on trumpets, Lee Quisenberry on keys, trumpet

and vocals, and Sonny Morris on drums and

vocals, the Original Rhondels are stronger than

ever. Check out their latest CD, “Live”.

     Donations to benefit the HCAC will be

gratefully accepted, but there will be no

admission fee due to the generous support of

the Charles Pinckney Jones Foundation. Pearl's

Pizza will be available prior to the concert, and

wine, beer, and cider will be available during the

concert.

     Remember what Bonnie says, “Can you

believe that we are lucky enough to have them

back?! Not to be missed!! Can’t wait!!!”

At The Highland 
Center
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 The Wayne Teen Im Prov
November 12

Funny, teen improvisation from the Wayne
Theatre in Waynesboro

Geoffrey Marsh
December 10

Juggling, puppetry, magic, and more!

The Original Rhondels
October 8

Premier party and dance band - a band with
a big sound, and  a great show

     Stained glass, pottery, basketry, ecoprinting,
photography, hypertufa planters, and more will be on
display at the 132 West Main Street Pop Up Gallery in
Monterey as part of Hands and Harvest weekend on
October 7 – 9. The exhibit will feature items created
during the 2022 Highland Arts Academy workshops.
Several paintings from the June 2022 Artists'
Weekend will also be on display. 
      Demonstrations of several art forms will be an
active part of this celebration of the “hands” in the
Hands and Harvest festival.  A tent on the courthouse
lawn across the street will feature demonstrations
from the workshops.
     The Highland Arts Academy is a program of the
Highland County Arts Council. According to HCAC
President Donna Bedwell, “This is an excellent
opportunity to see what you can create during these
workshops and sign up for more information on the
2023 sessions.” 

 

Pop In the New Pop Up Gallery

While Fall has only just begun to color the mountains, one would be wise to
start planning for the upcoming Highland County Arts Council Family Specials.
  
Join us on Oct. 22 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. for a youth event in collaboration with
the Wayne Theater to learn special effects makeup. Embrace the macabre and
frighten your friends with "grossies and gories" special effects tricks! Students
will learn to create realistic looking bruises, burns, lacerations, fantastical
monsters and other chilling effects. Sign up today by emailing
britchambers@gmail.com. Space is limited to 20 students and a $10 supply fee
is required. Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. 

On November 12, The Wayne Theatre’s Teen Im Prov group will bring a fun-
filled night that will appeal to students and adults.  Suggest a topic, a
character, a situation and the enjoy the comedy. 
   
They will be followed on  December 10 by Geoffrey Marsh with two family-
friendly performances (5 pm and 7 pm) of Juggling, Puppetry, Magic, Music and
More.  It is an ideal beginning for the Holidays.

Heads Up

Future workshops will be listed on
www.highlandartsacademy.com as they are developed.

 
     The 132 West Main Street Pop Up Gallery will also

feature works by additional Highland artists.
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Arts Council Classroom
The Highland County Arts Council has been a long term tenant of
the Highland Center. While the room is used for HCAC Board
meetings, it is also used by various groups as they enjoy
fellowship while creating art.  The space fulfilled its objective as a
classroom for the arts in September when two farming interns
staying in the county heard about the Wednesday morning basket
group.  Never having made a basket, they started attending and
will both add a new skill to their experience in Highland. 

Danielle Loguidice proudly displays the basket she made
with help from the Wednesday morning basket group. 

A Long Hiatus
      Brenda Allamong

"In 2016, my husband and I moved to Highland County, and I found I could

no longer put off the calling I have always had to express the world as I

see it. After 30 years of not painting, I dusted off my brushes, bought a

new easel, and with a fair amount of trepidation, I started again. I need to

mention that I am color blind, so what I see in the world is not necessarily

the same as regular folks! This is a challenge for me in landscape painting,

especially with any color in the red and green families—thank heavens for

friends who lend a helping hand when I need a color check."

Brenda's work is currently on display at the
Highland Center through October 27th.



Creativity Corner

 
Without the support of the

following organizations,
the Highland County Arts
Council would not be able

to provide the
programming that is its

hallmark.
 

The Virginia Commission for
the Arts

 
The National Endowment for

the Arts
 

The Community Foundation
of the Central Blue Ridge

 
The Little Swiss Fund 

 
The Charles Pinckney Jones

Foundation
 

"My paintings explore the idea of living in harmony with nature and
understanding the importance of history.  I depict scenes of nature that
echo the aesthetics of old Korean, Chinese, and Japanese painting while
bringing tranquility, prosperity, and happiness. My paintings are done
using traditional methods of painting on rice paper using pigments and
charcoal ink from an ink slab ground from a tablet. My work is frequently
mounted on traditional silk hanging scrolls. I find inspiration from Joseon
dynasty painters and calligraphers such as Kim Hong Do, Ahn Jeong Shik,
and Hueungseon Daewongun. Most of my artwork is done to revive the
aesthetic elements of the Joseon dynasty paintings such as an emphasis
on open spaces and minimalism. The reason why I value replicating old
paintings while adding my own touches is due to my philosophy that the
old should never be forgotten but embraced. The new should strive to
connect with the old to ensure the lessons carry on to the future. I hope
when I pass this painting to its next owner that they use the lessons of
bygone eras to build a better future."

Eun Soo Han

BEST IN SHOW

 Art teacher Renee Vandevender

curated this month's show in

the Mountain View Room at the

public library in Monterey. On

display are the Best In Show

winners in the various Art &

Photography categories from

the Highland County Fair. 

Glenda Burke
Art, Ages 19 and up

Emma  Harman
Art, Ages 15-18


